
 
 
 
Symptoms 
 
Age-related macular degeneration (AMD) is a progressive condition that begins long 
before symptoms occur. There are some things to watch for that may indicate a vision 
problem and that should immediately be told to your eye doctor.  
 
These include:  

 Straight lines appear distorted, or the center of vision becomes distorted (called 
metamorphopsia) 

 Dark, blurry areas appear in the center of vision (also known as a scotoma) 
 Faces or objects right in front of you may appear blurry  

 
If you have experienced any of the following then you should tell your eye doctor 
immediately: 

 Difficulty seeing letters or words on a page  
 Difficulty seeing while doing fine motor actions such as tying shoes or sewing  
 Difficulty with distinguishing contrast.  This may affect driving at night, judging 

distances, or reading colored letters on colored paper  
 More trouble seeing at a distance  
 Needing more light to see contrast, such as reading words on colored paper  

 
Having one or more of these symptoms may not mean you have AMD. But, if you have 
any of these symptoms, you should see your eye doctor right away. Detection of the 
early signs of AMD is essential to help preserve as much of your vision as possible.  
 
Vision Simulator Tool  
The vision simulator tool found below was made to show what a patient with wet AMD 
might see and how vision may change over time. 
 
How do I use the vision simulator tool? 
Drag the white rectangular button below from left to right or simply click anywhere along 
the white line and it will move to the spot you clicked. When the button is in the left 
position, it shows the view from a healthy eye. When the button is in the right position, it 
shows what the view might look like for someone with advanced AMD. 
 
This is a simulation only and is not meant as an exact reflection of a person with wet 
age-related macular degeneration. Only your doctor can tell you if you have an eye 
disease and what will happen to your sight. 
 
Visit www.VisionSimulator.com to view a simulation of AMD and other conditions. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Test Your Vision Daily 
 
Remember that in addition to regular eye exams, it is important to self-monitor for signs 
of AMD.  One simple test you can do at home is to look at an “Amsler grid”.  
 
Place the grid at eye level with good lighting and stand about 12 inches away.   
While wearing your reading glasses, cover one eye and look at the center dot of the grid 
with the uncovered eye for about one minute.  Notice if the lines are straight and 
complete. First do one eye, and then the other.  If any part of the grid looks wavy, blurry, 
or dark or if you have any other symptoms of early vision loss call your eye doctor right 
away.  An Amsler grid cannot replace a regular eye exam.  Only your eye doctor can 
determine if you have dry or wet AMD or another eye disease.   
 
Learn more about HOW AMD IS DIAGNOSED  
 
To listen to the full prescribing information regarding MACUGEN, please click on the link 
entitled "Important Safety Information" on the menu bar located on the left of the screen.  
   
MACUGEN is approved to treat wet age-related macular degeneration.  It is available 
by prescription only. 
 
Not all people respond the same to MACUGEN, so individual results may vary.  The 
safety or efficacy of MACUGEN has not been proven beyond 2 years. 
 
Important safety information 
With MACUGEN, you may have some side effects, mostly in the eye and due to the 
injection procedure. The most common side effects are burning sensation, eye pain, 
redness, light sensitivity, vision loss, blurred vision, visual disturbances, high blood 
pressure, and cataract. For a complete list of side effects, please ask your doctor or see 
the prescribing information. 
 
You should not receive MACUGEN if you have an infection in or around your eye or if 
you are hypersensitive (allergic) to pegaptanib sodium or any of the other ingredients. 
 
A serious eye infection can sometimes develop after an injection into the eye. Signs of a 
serious infection may include eye pain, light sensitivity, and/or vision changes. Check 
with a retinal physician immediately if you experience any of these symptoms, so you 
can be treated early if an infection occurs.  
  
Eye injections like those with MACUGEN can increase eye pressure. This is something 
you would not notice; however, your retinal physician may do some extra tests after 
your injection to make sure there are no complications. 
 
 



 
 
 
In rare cases, allergic reactions have been known to occur. Tell your retinal physician 
about any known allergies.  
 
Please follow your retinal physician's recommendations for your therapy.  If you have 
any questions about MACUGEN, ask your retinal physician. 
 
The health information contained herein is provided for educational purposes only and 
is not intended to replace discussions with a health care provider.  All decisions 
regarding patient care must be made with a health care provider, considering the unique 
characteristics of the patient. 
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